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fied mycobacterial constituent or metabolite. This is almost certainly fundamental to the pathogenesis of the intestinal lesions but so far has received little attention from research workers. Myco. johnei, or indeed any specific organism, has never been implicated in the etiology of Crohn's disease but this possibility appears continually to be under consideration (e.g. see Golde 1968) . In this connexion it may be mentioned that even in animals experimentally infected with Myco. johnei it is sometimes quite difficult to demonstrate bacilli or acid-fast debris in the intestinal tissues (Allen 1971) . During these studies it became evident that conclusions could not readily be transferred from one species to another. Thus, the sheep adapts better to Myco. johnei infection than the cow, not only in compensating for disturbances to protein metabolism so that little wasting is generally observed, but also by absorbing water more efficiently from the colon so that diarrhoea is an uncommon feature of Johne's disease in sheep. Because we recognize these differences amongst the ruminants perhaps we should be even more cautious in applying the present observations on chronic ruminant enteritis to the problem of Crohn's disease in man, but they may serve to indicate profitable areas for investigation in the human disease. 
Cats as a Source of Toxoplasmosis
Toxoplasma has been discovered to be a coccidian, with schizogony and gametogony occurring in the intestine of the domestic cat and other Felid& (as yet, no other family has been implicated). Oocysts produced can survive for 17 months. When ingested by warm-blooded animals they give rise to the extraintestinal proliferative and chronic forms (endozoites and cystozoites) which, until recently, were the only stages of the parasite known. The fact that chimpanzees (as well as mice, rats, sheep, pigs, chickens, dogs, and, of course, cats) have been successfully infected experimentally by the administration of oocysts strongly suggests that man is also infected from this source. The infective cystozoite form, often present in raw meat, is destroyed by mild heat (47°C) and is probably less of a hazard than the oocyst. Toxoplasmosis is not usually a serious disease in man except under two conditions. (1) Persons harbouring chronic infections may succumb when subjected to immunosuppressive treatment which allows latent infections to become active and develop unchecked. This problem is one associated with transplant surgery. (2) A serotiegative pregnant woman, if infected, can transmit endozoites across the placenta to the foetus. This can, result in a range of serious effects, from abortion to greater or lesser neural damage in survivors to term. In view of this, seronegative women likely to become pregnant should be particularly careful in handling raw meat, and should avoid contact with cats, especially those fed on raw meat or of a hunting habit.
